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coast, and rye can be grown as far north as Tromso,
which is only just below the yoth latitude. All these facts
are due to one thing, namely the great, warm ocean cur-
rent, the Gulf Stream, which pours up from the coast of
Central America and along the coasts of Northern
Europe, where its influence is felt strongly as far as
Spitsbergen. On the coasts of East Greenland, however,
we find entirely Arctic conditions: a bare, almost unin-
habited land, blocked by drifting pack-ice. Here every-
thing is determined by the south-running current from
the Polar Sea.
Investigation of these currents is the task of the hydro-
grapher. In old days their course was learnt from the
leeway made by ships, and by the drifting of objects
from a distant coast. Above the shores of Norway we find
coconuts and seeds which have been carried up on the
Gulf Stream from the tropics ; while in Greenland the
most important driftwood is tree-trunks which have
drifted from the great Siberian forests down the rivers,
across the Arctic Ocean and down along the east coast
of Greenland. Men have attempted to do the same.
After the finding off South-West Greenland of the wreck-
age of the Janette, the ship belonging to De Long the
explorer, which in 1881 had been abandoned north of
Siberia, Nansen carried out his exploit with the Fram as
has been already related. In a later chapter, a corres-
ponding feat by the Russians will be described, which
we were able to follow in the wireless bulletins day by
day during the past year.
But to-day the hydrographer avails himself of other
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